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Info on M ontana 2026 Candidate filing and COPP filings :  

 
Filing for Office:  
Y ou File for Office with the S ecretary of S tate (S tatewide, S tate Dis trict), or E lection 
A dm inis trator (County) or Dis trict Clerk (S chool T rus tees ). 

• E lection calendars  available on the M T  S OS  webs ite here:     
    https ://s os m t.gov/elections /calendars /  
• Filing for Office occurs  -  S tatewide, S tate Dis trict, County 2/17/2026 – 3/04/26  

Filing opens  on 2/17/2026 at 8:00 a.m . and clos es  on 3/04/2026 at 5:00 p.m . 
 

Filing with the COPP is  s eparate and required by M ontana Law: 
W hen you becom e a candidate*  
 * an individual who has  filed a declaration or petition for nomination, acceptance of    
          contributions , made expenditures …s ee definition 13-1-101, M CA . 
 If you are s oliciting or accepting contributions , s pending m oney, or have filed with the 
S OS /E A /DC, you need to:  
• W ithin 5 days , file form  C1 / C1A , the S tatem ent of Candidate, with the COPP. File 
electronically , us ing the Cam paign E lectronic R eporting S ys tem  (CE R S ) per 13-37-201 (2)(a) 
M CA   13-37-201. Campaign treasurer, MCA   CE R S  can be acces s ed via the COPP’s  
webs ite, https ://politicalpractices .m t.gov/  click the “ A CCE S S  CE R S ”  icon / next page 
A CCE S S  M Y  A CCOU N T S  icon (OK T A  s ign in). A ll candidates  required to electronically  file.  

• County, (&  S chool board) candidates  – s elect reporting s tatus . S elect “ B ”  box if total 
activity will not exceed $500 or “ C”  box if activity will exceed $500 

• A ll S tatewide and S tate Dis trict candidates  and “ C”  box candidates  will need to file 
form  C-5, cam paign finance reports , electronically  when due, following the 
appropriate even-year reporting calendar that cover s pecific reporting periods . 
R eporting for the 2026 Calendar Y ear begins  M arch 20, 2026. If candidates  regis ter 
prior to 2026, they need to follow the quarterly reports  through 1/5/26. (2026 
R eporting Candidate Calendar attached to this  printout) 
https ://politicalpractices .m t.gov/Hom e/E ven-year-2026-candidate-reporting-
calendar.pdf  

• N ote: A ll S tatewide and S tate Dis trict candidates  file D1 B us ines s  Dis clos ure 
s tatem ent with COPP within 5 days  of filing for Office per 2-2-106 (1)(b) M CA   2-2-106. 
Disclosure, MCA  T his  form  m us t be printed, s igned and returned to the COPP by m ail, 
s canned and/or em ail.  
• A s  always , direct cam paign finance &  practices  ques tions  to the COPP at 
cpphelp@ m t.gov or call 406.444.3919  
 
Direct election related filing questions to the SOS 
https://sosmt.gov/elections/; Election Administrator Election 
Administrators Contact List (sosmt.gov); and School District Clerk 
https://opi.mt.gov/School_Finance_Upload/Elections?folderId=45233 

https://sosmt.gov/elections/calendars/
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section_0010/0130-0370-0020-0010.html
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Even-year-2026-candidate-reporting-calendar.pdf
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Even-year-2026-candidate-reporting-calendar.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0020/part_0010/section_0060/0020-0020-0010-0060.html
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0020/part_0010/section_0060/0020-0020-0010-0060.html
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